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PRESS RELEASE

44th Annual General Assembly

of the Association of Industries of Central Greece

Circular economy and environmental protection alongside
 industrial development and prosperity
Chalkida, 28 May 2026. At the 44th General Assembly of the Association of Industries of Central Greece (SVSE), held in Chalkida on 28 May under the theme “Circular economy and environmental protection alongside industrial development and prosperity”, discussions centred on the strengthening of the competitiveness of the Greek economy through industry and the critical role this can play for the country as a whole in the new landscape of the circular economy.

In the presence of Environment Commissioner Jessika Roswall, Minister of Environment and Energy Stavros Papastavrou, and BUSINESSEUROPE President Fredrik Persson, SVSE Chairman Panos Lolos emphasised that we are witnessing a paradigm shift resulting from the resurgence of protectionism, the concentration of technological supremacy, and the imperative of achieving energy self-sufficiency. 

‘As Greek and European industry, we are called upon to defend the prosperity of the last 200 years,’ he stated, emphasising that SVSE represents a significant proportion of the country’s industrial power and includes national and global champions across a broad spectrum of activities. Mr Lolos stressed that SVSE members continue to demonstrate in practice that the entrenchment of the circular economy and environmental protection alongside industrial development and prosperity is achievable. A landmark initiative is the ongoing investment in the country’s first hazardous industrial waste processing unit.

Mr Lolos continued that the SVSE welcomes the European Commission's and Commissioner Roswall's initiatives for revising the Circular Economy Act. He noted that this Act can position circularity as a pillar of European industry and competitiveness and added that the proposal for the Industrial Accelerator is clearly a step in the right direction as it aims to increase industry’s share of GDP to 20% by 2035. Turning to developments at a national level, Mr Lolos said that the SVSE is watching the new spatial planning framework for industry with great interest. 'We applaud the recent announcement on energy-intensive industries and welcome the government’s initiative to open a consultation on the participation of small modular nuclear reactors in the energy mix. This discussion must take place without preconceptions,” he stated.

In closing his address, Mr Lolos underlined that SVSE is committed to continuing its efforts to demonstrate the feasibility of achieving circularity in industry alongside environmental protection, industrial development, and prosperity. 'We will continue with the same confidence and willingness to affirm that this kind of development is achievable,' he added. He concluded by saying that 'Greece and Europe must confidently and assuredly build their future.'

In his speech, Hellenic Association of Enterprises (SEV) Chairman Spyros Theodoropoulos, highlighted that the issue of the circular economy and environmental development is critical yet continues to be misunderstood. He stressed that the circular economy is primarily a matter of production and competitiveness and added that circularity is not only an environmental issue, but also directly affects competitiveness and productivity. For a country like Greece, which is highly dependent on imports of raw materials and energy, the circular economy is therefore a strategic imperative. Mr Theodoropoulos noted that a great deal has been achieved in recent years. ‘The long-standing and patient efforts of SVSE have succeeded in turning the informal Industrial Zone of Oinofyta into the country’s first Remediation Park,’ he said, highlighting that the major acceleration in the evaluation of investment plans, from two years to just 90 days, creates far better conditions for investment and production planning. ‘Tackling Greece’s productivity problem also runs through industry, which is why we emphasise the need for initiatives that will transform the industry landscape in Greece,’ Mr Theodoropoulos stressed.

He observed that gaps remain today, such as the lack of specifications for secondary materials - which are necessary for their marketability - delays in the implementation of national policies, and a certain overreach translating into excessive ambition. He cited as a characteristic example the country’s decision to set a target of restricting the landfilling of municipal waste to 10% - five years ahead of the European Directive’s requirement. A transition is needed that is both fast and realistic, one that supports rather than weakens industry, because industry is a fundamental part of the solution, Mr Theodoropoulos stressed.

He added that simplified licensing, protection of existing businesses, space for new business parks and infrastructure connecting business parks to roads, railways and ports, as well as greater circularity and technology, are among the essential preconditions for a more resilient and competitive industry with greater growth potential in a Europe that is rediscovering the importance of production.

In his brief remarks, the Governor of Central Greece, Fanis Spanos, stressed that the government, the region and businesses are working together on environmental protection, income generation and equitably managing the resulting benefits for society.

During the discussion that followed, Environment Commissioner Jessika Roswall emphasised that the time to promote circularity is now. 'We are sitting on a gold mine,' she said, referring to the prospects of the circular economy for European industry and Europe's development as a whole. 'In this Commission, we are prioritising circularity,' Ms Roswall underlined, outlining the Commission’s key strategies for promoting the circular economy and its potential to strengthen the competitiveness of EU industries. The Commissioner provided a detailed overview of the European Commission’s efforts to safeguard primary and secondary raw materials through the Critical Raw Materials Act, as well as the steps being taken to bolster the single market. She also presented the actions being taken to achieve the targets set out in the Circular Economy Act.

Minister of Environment and Energy Stavros Papastavrou underlined that economic development comes from the private sector and entrepreneurship. 

As he stated, "The private sector is the engine of growth, but that does not mean there are no rules." He stressed that energy security is not at odds with the environment — indeed, the environment is at the heart of the economy, and Greece has moved swiftly towards renewable energy sources. He also emphasised the importance of critical raw materials, which are at the forefront of technological development. 'When we talk about energy security and interconnections without discussing critical raw materials, it's an empty conversation,' he noted, pointing out that the recently operationalised gallium unit will produce 50 tonnes annually, while the United States' total requirement is just 25 tonnes.

BUSINESSEUROPE President Fredrik Persson emphasised that the Stockholm–Athens axis is the backbone of the European economy and stressed the importance of simplifying the regulatory framework. European industries currently spend as much on regulatory compliance as they do on research, and simplifying legislation would allow them to redirect funds from one activity to the other. Mr Persson emphasised the importance of scrap management, noting that utilising it within Europe strengthens the competitiveness and profitability of European industry. BUSINESSEUROPE represents 25 million enterprises across Europe, he added, and research conducted by the organisation in partnership with SEV showed that Greece is the best example of the simplification of licensing procedures.
About SVSE
The Association of Industries of Central Greece (SVSE) was established to represent the industrial enterprises operating in the Region of Central Greece. Its mission is to safeguard and promote the interests of its members, foster entrepreneurship and the growth of Greek manufacturing, and strengthen cooperation with other industry associations and institutional stakeholders.

At the same time, SVSE contributes to addressing key challenges facing the industrial sector through constructive dialogue with public authorities and actively promotes the principles of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). The Association is committed to supporting the economic, social, and cultural development of the Region of Central Greece, with particular emphasis on environmental protection and the creation of new employment opportunities within the framework of sustainable development.
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